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Before he was the Dogg, Snoop was Calvin Broadus, a kid growing up in a tough inner-city

neighborhood. Snoop rocked his grade school class with his raps, and before long he was cutting

rhymes with some of the biggest names in hip-hop. This book describes his work.
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Grade 5-8â€“These books in a 25-volume series follow a format for hi/lo readers. Filled with color

photographs, quotes, and magazine-cover reproductions, and with brightly colored framed text, the

books are a glossy advertisement for the bling of hip-hop. The authors don't shy away from prison

stays, drug use, and provocative lyrics prevalent in the artists' lives or works. Each volume relates

turbulent lives, dark events, and the artist's attempts to find acceptance in the mainstream music

world. The books devote a page or two to the history of the genre itself, but make clear the artists'

lives and paths that assisted in hip-hop's development. Additional purchases where readers' interest

is high.â€“Mary Elam, Forman Elementary School, Plano, TX Copyright Â© Reed Business

Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Emma Carlson Berne is the author of "Never Let You Go", "Still Waters", "Hard to Get", and Sunset

Ranch"." "She lives in Ohio with her family.
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